THE GREEN HOUR

The Hourglass Collection
Book 2

by

Rena Aliston

3
OWL-RAVEN

BOOKS




The Green Hour
The Hourglass Collection Book 2
Copyright © 2025 Rena Aliston. All Rights Reserved.

The right of Rena Aliston to be identified as the author of this work has
been asserted by the author in accordance with the Copyright, Design and
Patents Act, 1988. No part of this publication may be reproduced or copied

in any form or by any means without written permission from both the

author and the publisher of this book.

First Published 2025
by Owl-Raven Books

Cover Designed by Owl-Raven Books

If you would like permission to use material from this book (other than for
review purposes), please contact rena@renaaliston.com. Thank you for
your support of the author’s rights.

Owl-Raven Books
owlravenbooks.com

Printed in the United States of America

ISBN 979-8-9896838-6-4



Contents

CHAPTER 1: TRIBULATION . ... ... 1
Ten Thousand Moons ................c.couin... 3
TheGreenHour ........... ... .. ... ..., 4
Disgust ...... ... .. 5
IRan ... .. 6
Frozen ....... .. . . . . . . . 7
TAche ... .. 8
Time Whispers ........... ... . ... . ... .. ..., 9
The EndoftheRoad ........................... 10
The Museum . ..........c.ouiriniiiinnnnnnn. 11
Hell'sChildren ............ ... ... i, 12
Impoverished .............. ... ... . oo oo 13
Reticence ......... ... .. .. 14
HelpMeSuffer ............ ... ... ..o ... 15
Wander Within ............... ... .............. 18
The Promise . ..., 21
LiesSeep .......... ..o 22
What Will It Take? ............ .. ... .. ... ..., 23
Shifting Sands .............. ... ... . o oo 24
The PathofFire.......... ... ... ... .. .. ... ..., 25
Death'sWomb .......... ... ... .. .. ... 26
DarknessHeals ............. ... ... . ... 27
IRise ... 28
The Puppeteer ............. ... ... ..o 29
Time'sBeauty ................. ... .. ... ... ... 30
Hidden ........ ... . . i 31
I'veFailed ....... ... .. ... .. 32
Death’sRefusal ............. ... ... .. ... 33

Mother’'s Womb . ...... ... . ... .. 34



The Chase . ... i, 35

Contemplation .............. .. ... oo i 36
ThisMadness ............oiiiiiiiiiiinnn.. 37
TheCave ... e 38
The Shadows ............. .. 39
FleshCries ........co i 40
Eclipsed ........ ... . i i 41
Tethered .......... .. .. 0 i 42
TheRitual ......... ... ... . i 43
Self-Defeating ............... ... ... ... ... 44
MyDemise .......... ... ... ... 45
Blinding ............ ... .. il 46
Cursed . ... 47
Evoke . ... . 48
Autonomy .......... .. 49
CHAPTER 2: AUTONOMY ...t 51
TheFlame ........ ... ... . .. 53
Contemplating .............. ... ... .o 54
Concubine ............coiiiiiiiii i 55
The Terrifier . ........c. i 56
Serenade ........ ... 57
Enraptured .......... ... ... ..ol 58
The Welcoming ............ ... ... ... o ... 59
Death’'s Altar ............. .. 60
MyVoice........ ... . i 61
Earth ... ... . . 62
AIr e 63
Fire ... o 64
Water . ... 65
Desecrated Feathers ............................ 66
TheKey .......... i i 67
Sacrifice . ... 68

Hell ... . 69



Surrender . . ... 70

Neglected ......... ... .. . i il 71
LAM 72
QUESHIONS . . .o 73
TheFour..... ... ... i, 74
Secrets ... 75
Death’s Cacophony ............................ 76
Exuviate ...... ... .. .. . . 77
Death'sName ............. ... ... ... ... ... 78
Levigate ......... ... .. ... . .l 79
TheRoad ........ ... .. .. 80
Nehalennia ........... .. ... . .. 81
IntoTheVoid ......... ... .. .. .. 82
Time's Abyss ....... ... i 83
Cloaked ......... i 84
TheDance ............ciiiiiiiii .. 85
Among TheStars .............................. 86
Hidden Within ............... .. ... ... ........ 87
Rekindled Fire .. ....... ... ... ... .. . ... 88
My Awakening ............... ... ..o 89
The Seeker ..........co i, 90
Undecipherable Riddles ........................ 91
Release ... i 92
ISee ... 93
TheThirdOne ......... ... . ... 94
Restoration ............ ... ... .. ... .. ... ... 95
Nine ... 96
ANewStory ....... ... i 97
Foreign ......... ... ... ... i 98
Sl .. 99
Enraptured ........... ...l 100
PassingTime .............. ... . ... .. .. ... 101

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ...... .. .. ... 103



SUBSCRIBE .. ... 105

ALSOBY AUTHOR ........ . i 107

ABOUTTHE AUTHOR ...... ... .. .. i, 109

AUTHOR'SNOTE . ... .. i 111



CHAPTER 1
TRIBULATION



The Green Hour

I Ache

I hide behind the willow
bush, thorns ripping

my hands and feet.
Blood trickles, hydrating
pain buried deep.

I pull the knife

out of my throat

and wail at the gods.
My tears conjure storms.
My animosity separates
truth and lies,

still I ache.
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Death’s Womb

She said I suffer
because I dwell

in the light where

pain festers, stimulating
torment’s reign.

I scried - eyes focused
on the flame

within her abdomen.
Death’s womb opened.
I entered and saw

her - freedom.
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CHAPTER 2
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The Green Hour

Desecrated Feathers

Time taunts my flesh,
begging me to sever
ties with desecrated
feathers, but I cling

to dead birds, hoping
my last breath will
rejuvenate their flight.

66



The Green Hour

Nine

Truths - that thing that lies
underneath the graves we dug -
beyond six feet, closer to nine -

that divine number. Three eyes -
one for the mind, one for the soul,
one for the heart - unsynced
through life, rejoined through death.
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Sign Up & Get Free Stories

Looking for more dark and delicious tales?

Subscribe to the official newsletter for news and updates on the
latest and forthcoming releases as well as special offers and
behind-the-scenes information. You'll also receive a free copy of
my crime and horror short story collection, The Devil’s Grave.

To sign up, please visit
www.renaaliston.com/subscribe.
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